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A remarkable Scripture Prophety of Deliverance from Enemies, and the 
Reſtoration of Peace and Plenty, and Continuance and Eſtabliſhment of 


the true Religion, conſidered : And applied to Great Britain and Ireland, 
at this Time. | 
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in Great Britain, 


By WILLIAM HENRY, M. A. Rector of Urney, and Chaplain to 9 
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I by do the Heathen ſo furiouſly rage together? and why do the People imagine a vain Thing 3 
De Kings of the Earth fland up againff the Lord, and againſt his Anointed. 


He that dwelleth in Heaven Pall laugh them to Scorn : The Lord ſhall have N in what 00 
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To His EXCELLENCY 
PHILIP Farl of Cheſterfield, 


Lord Lieutenant of. /re/and, &c. &c. &c. 


The following Diſcourſe, (humbly calcu- 
lated to warm us to Virtue, to confirm our 
Courage, and exalt our Hopes, under His 
Majeſty's auſpicious Reign) is, with the ut- 
moſt Eſteem, Reſpect, and Humility, 


Inſeribed by 


His Excellency's 
moſt obedient, 
and moſt dutiful 
Servant, 
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Advertiſement. 


"Juſt Publiſhed, | (uri ten by the Reverend My. Wit. Hznry) 


PuILIPP icORATION Py the Pretender's Son, and his 
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EL1GION and VIRTUE the Foundation of couRAGE 
and VICTORY. A Sermon preached in the Church of Urney, 
in the Dioceſe of Derry, on the 11th of Abril, 1744. being the Publick 


Faſt-Day. Price Six-pence Halfpenn. 
Printed for PR TER WII So Ny at Gay 's-Head, oppoſite the Spring- 
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Jo T II. Chap. xi. xi, xvii. xix. xx. Ver. 


xii. Therefore alſo now, ſaith the Lord, Turn ye even unto me with all you; 
Heart, and with Faſting, and with Weeping, and with Mourning. 

xii, And rent your Heart, and not your Garments, and turn unto the Lord 

our God: For he is gracious Bd merciful, flow to Anger, and of great 
, Kindneſs, and repenteth him of the Evil. | 

xviii. Then will the Lord be jealous for his Land, and pity his People. 

xix. Tea, the Lord will anfwer and ſay unto his People, I will no more 
make you a Reproach among the Heathen, 

xx, But 1 will remove far from you the Northern Army, and will drive him 
into a Land barren and deſolate, with his Face towards the Eaſt Sea, and 
his hinder Part towards the utmoſt Sea; and his Stink ſhall come up, and 
his ill Savour ſhall come up, becauſe he hath done great things, 


T HE ſolemn and humble Manner inwhich we and our Fellow- ſubjects 
| throughout Great Britain and Ireland are aſſembled this Day, in obe- 
dience to the religious Commands of our gracious King, is a publick 
Acknowledgment of two Points, which deſerve to be well weighed by us 
upon this Occaſion, ** That our Country is groaning under ſome heavy 
% Calamity,” and That our Miſconduct and Offences againſt God have 
contributed to bring it on.“ 

I would hope, that among the Numbers which gather to our religious 
Aſſemblies at this Time, there are few ſo atheiſtical in their Principles, ſo 
inſenſible to the Diſtreſs of their Country, or ſo regardleſs of their own 
Salvation, as to appear there, only-to act a Part: Like the hypocritical 
Rulers of Judah, whom Ezekiel reproves, who came in an humble Poſture Rex. 
to enquire of God, and yet retained their Vices in tir Hearts, and there- xiv. 4. 
by challenged the divine Juſtice to pour out the heavier Vengeance on Gen 
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and their Country. I would rather be perſuaded, that the noble Zeal you 
have already ſhewn for the Preſervation of your ſacred Religion and Liber- 


ties, diſpoſes every one among us to this A* Inquiry, How ſhall I ap- 
e peaſe the Wrath of Heaven? How ſhall I contribute to remove the pre- 
t ſent, and avert greater Calamities from my Country? 12 

To all thoſe who are thus piouſly inquiſitive, it may be acceptable and 
uſeful, to conſider The particular Procedure of Divine Providence to- 
* wards the Nation of Judah, in the Inſtance which is the Subject of this 
<« Prophecy, the Inſtructions given to them, and the Event.“ 

And then * to bring theſe Particulars home to the Circumftances of our 
« own Country at this Time.“ HL 

In our Inquiry into the former of theſe Points, it will readily occur to 
thoſe who. are acquainted with the Hiſtory of the Common-wealth of 
Tjrael, That God gave them a Law from Heaven. The Obſervance of this 
Law he fenced with the moſt ſolemn Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments. As the Reward: to encourage their Obedience, and in a great 
meaſure the natural Conſequence of it, he promiſed them all kind of tem- 
poral Felicity: Health, Peace and Plenty in their private Capacities z and, 
in their national Capacity, Grandeur, and Empire, and Glory among all 
the Nations around them.----The Contrary of all theſe he threatened them 
with, as the juſt Puniſhment of their Diſobedience. 

Nor were theſe Threats mere empty Thunders, whoſe Noiſe might 
aftright, but were not pointed to wound them. So often as they made the 
unhappy Experiment, they found them too true.---They, who attend to 
the Nature and Relations of Society, will readily perceive, that the habitual 
Diſregard to thoſe Laws whereby a Kingdom is cemented and united toge- 
ther, will ſoon looſen and weaken it in all its Joints; abate that manly 
Spirit and healthful Vigour which is the Genius and Beauty of a Nation; 
and creates a Love and Awe for it in neighbouring States; relax the Nerves 
and Powers of Government ; and ſoon reduce the whole Body Politick to a 
feeble conſumptive State.---And, as the Wealth, the Induſtry, the Health, 
the Peace of Individuals, do all depend upon that of the Publick ; when 
this ſuffers, all theſe muſt be proportionably impaired, 

Beſide, the juſt Governor of the World is bound to maintain the Dig- 
nity and Honour of his own Laws. 
 - Accordingly we find, that as often as the People of Jrael broke looſe 
from God's Laws, he let looſe upon them one or more of his ordinary 

Judgments, a Famine, a Peſtilence, the Sword of their Enemies, or * 
W 
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wild Beaſts, which came roaring on them from the neighbouring Deſerts, 


and devoured them and their Cattle; for which Reaſon theſe are, by the Fzek. 


Prophet Exettiel called, God's four ſore Fudgments. | 

But now, when the Pride and Inſolence of their Vices grew to ſuch an 
Height, as that they probably diſregarded God's ordinary Judgments, and, 
in their Infidelity, afcribed: them only to the common Courſe of Nature j 
God's Juſtice is rouzed to ſend an uncommon Judgment among them, an 
Army of Locuſts and other Vermine, to devour all the Fruits of the 
Earth, and thereby bring on them the extreme Miſeries of Poverty, Fa- 
mine, and Peſtilence. By this ſignal Judgment he gives them to underſtand, 
that as in the Days of their Fathers Deliverance, he made Swarms of Lice 
and other Vermine humble the Pride of an haughty Pharaoh; fo now that 
they had hardened themſelves againſt his other Puniſhments, he would not 
honour them ſo much in his inflicting Vengeance, as to ſend a glorious 
Angel with his drawn Sword to deſtroy, nor a mighty Monarch with an 
Army of hardy Veterans to conquer, nor even thole noble Beaſts the Lions 
to devour ; but would make the moſt contemptible Inſects the ſwift Meſ- 
ſengers of his Wrath, and Inſtruments to humble the Arrogance and Infi- 
delity of thoſe who dared to deſpiſe his Providence. 

As to the particular Period wherein this heavy Stroke fell on the King- 
dom of Judab, the facred Hiſtory is not expreſs. The moſt probable 
Opinion 1s, that it was under the Reign of e in whoſe Time the 
Impieties of that Nation roſe to a greater Height than at any Time before. 
For the Prophet does not mention the Kingdom of IJſrael, as it had been 
deſtroyed ſome time before; he takes notice of the Temple ſtill ſtanding 
at Jeruſalem, and at the ſame Time of a Captivity which the Jes had 
ſuffered. The powerful Afyrian King, who had impriſoned their King, 
fold the principal Citizens to the Merchants of Tyre and Sidon, who ſold 
them again for Slaves to the Grecians and other foreign Nations. 


But whatever was the Time, the Prophet deſcribes the Approach of 


this Judgment in ſuch awful Terms and lively Alluſions, as might be apt 
to awaken even the moſt beſotted Druntards; as may be ſeen at large 


through this and the preceding Chapter.---And in as much as they had ſtill Chap. i 5. 1 


freſh in their Minds the dreadful Miſeries which their Country ſuffered from 
the Invaſion by the Aſjrian Army, he, to affect them the more deeply, 
repreſents the Progreſs of theſe Locuſts under the Metaphor of an innu- 
merable, invincible, and well-diſciplined Army, marching with a rapid 


| Progreſs. through their Country; devouring all the Fruits of the Earth; 
Foy: | 5 ſtorming 
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ſtorming their Cities; plundering their Houſes; {preading univerſal Terrer 
before them, and leaving diſmal Havock and Deſolation behind them. 
"Theſe infinite Swarms of Locuſts were bred in the Sands of the deſart 
| Arabia, and from thence, after a Seaſon of great Drought, taking their 
l Flight, they made towards _ and the northern Borders of Paleſtine ; 
thence turning Southward, they ſpread over the Country of Judea; and, 
from this their Courſe, are called by the Prophet the Northern Army. 
The Juſtice of this Metaphor and the Deſcription uſed by the Prophet, 
| is confirmed by the Account which all natural Hiſtorians, who take notice 
.o. xxx. of the Locuſts, give us of them.--- Agar tells us, that they go forth by Bands. 
3. Damiris tells us, that the Arabians obſerve, That the Locuſts aſſemble 
* in regular Order as an Army; when their firſt Ranks move, all march 
* jn their Order; and when theſe halt, the reſt do the ſame.” The ſame 
is obſerved by Sigebert, of the Locuſts which, in the Year 874, invaded 
France. St. Jerome, who was an Eye-witneſs to the Order wherein the 
Locuſts march, ſays, that they proceed in a Body as regular and compact 
together as a pavement, every one keeping his place, in ſo much that they 
do not in the leaſt Point, or with ſo much as the Variation of one of their 
Claws, change their Situation in reſpect to one another.----Plny ſays, that 
they fly with ſuch a Noiſe, that one would take it to be a vaſt Flock of 
great Birds.“ This their Union, Velocity and Order gives them that 
mighty Force, that St. Cyrl/ ſays, their Irruption is altogether invincible 
* by human Power.”---All Travellers agree, that they fly together in ſo 
compact and thick a Cloud, that they intercept the Rays of the Sun, and 
Sight of the Skies, and that for many Miles together: So juſt is that Ac- 
count of the Prophet, The Sun and the Moon ſhall be dark, and the Stars 
ſhall withdraw their Shining. 

No wonder that ſuch a gloomy Cloud, big with Ruin, hovering over a 
Country, and ſome of the Harbingers of this formidable Army already 
beginning the Deſolation, ſhould ſtrike an univerſal Pannick and Conſter- 
nation, and, as the Prophet ſays, All Faces ſhould gather Blackneſs. 

But the Buſineſs of the Prophet is not meerly to affright and terrify his 
Countrymen, and add to that Confuſion and WE which had already 
ſeized them. He awakens them, in order to fave them, and That they 

* might attend the better to the Advice which, by the Command of God, 
he was about to offer them, how they might eſcape the mighty Ruin. 
The Advice which he offers is f;r/# directed to each Perſon in his private 
Capacity, and Zhen, to the collective Body of the Nation, * 

0 


\ 
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Jo each particular Man he introduces God, ſaying, Turn ye unto 
« me with all your Heart; with faſting, with weeping, and with mourn- 
« ing. Rent your Hearts, and not your Garment, and turn unto the 
Lord.“ Heplainly ſummoneth them to a real, an effectual, and a thorough 
Reformation; to that humility and ſeriouſneſs in Behaviour which was ſuit- 
able to ſuch a ſeaſon of Diſtreſs ; and cautions them againſt the deluſion of 
truſting to their outward Performances, the demure affected Aſpect, the 
rent Garment, the uſual Habit of Mourners, while their Hearts were Qill 
hardened, and their Vices not rent from them. 

When Men had ſincerely begun their Reformation in private, they were 
then prepared for the ſecond Advice he offers to them in a collective body, 
as a Nation. This is to celebrate a moſt folemn Faſt and Humiliation, whereof 
the Rules and Form are preſcribed in the 15, 16, 17 Verſes. Blow the 
Trumpet in Zion, ſanctiſy a Faſt, call a ſolemn Aſſembly. Gather the People; 

Janctiſy the Congregation; aſſemble the Hlders (or Rulers) ; gather the Children 
and thoſe that fuck the Breaſts; that the Diſtreſs of theſe helpleſs Innocents 
may the more deeply affect the Parents and others. Let the Bridegroom go 
forth of his Chamber and the Bride out of her Cloſet ; let a ſtop be put to 
even the moſt lawful occaſions of Joy. Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of 
the Lord, weep between the Porch and the Altar; that is, while the Peo- 
ple are humbling themſelves in the outer Court of the Temple, let them 
from their conſpicuous ſtation in the inner Court, between the Altar for 
Burnt-offerings and the Porch, without N at ſuch a time to ap- 
proach near to the Temple itſelf, offer up their fervent Supplications * 
their Country, and particularly uſe this Form, Spare thy People, O Lord, 
and give not thine Heritage to reproach, that the Heathen ſhould Rule over 
them : Wherefore ſbould they ſay among the People, Where is their God?” 

As the publick Calamity reached all Ranks of Perſons, none were to be 
exempted, High or Low, Magiſtrates or People, Great or Small, Pa- 
rents or Children, from bearing their part in the publick Humiliation. 

The Prophet having preſcribed to them the Remedy, and perſuaded 
them to comply, now alters his awful Stile, and revives their drooping 
Spirits with the moſt comfortable Promiſes, of their not only being delivered 
from the preſent dreadful Calamity ; but alſo their receiving greater Bleſſings 
than before. He encourages the Hopes of Men in their private Reforma- 
tion, from the goodneſs of the Divine Nature, particularly from that glorious 
Name whereby Almighty God declared himſelf to their great Law-giver 


Moſes : The Lord is gracious and merciful, flow to Anger, and of great kind. 
: SA 
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[ 10 ] 
neſs, and repenteth him of the Evil. Who Enoweth if he will return and 
Repent? | 
a0 his Encouragement to the Nation upon their publick Humiliation, 
he is more full and expreſs: The Lord will be jealous for his Land, and 
pity his People. He will fay to his People, I will fend you Corn, and Wine, 
and Oyl, and ye ſhall be ſatisfied therewith ; and, in Anſwer to your publick 

Form of Prayer, I will no more make you a Reproach among the Heathen. 

As a ſure Pledge of his future Favour, he promiſes to deliver them imme- 

| diately from the preſent Calamity ; Iwill remove far off from you the Nor- 

4 thern Army, and will drive him to a Land barren and deſolate, with his 

Face towards the Eaſt Sea, and his hinder Parts towards the utmoſt Sea, 

and his ſtink ſhall come up; that is, that by ſome mighty Storm he would ſcat- 

ter that vile Army of Vermine, driving fome part of them into the Deſerts 
of Arabia, others into the Mediterranean, and.the remainder into the 

Red-Sea, where they ſhould ſtink and corrupt, and raiſe noiſome Peſti- 

lences among thoſe neighbouring Nations, who had fcoffed at them in their 

Diſtreſs: Nor is this all; when God once begins to ſhew Favour to his 

People upon their Repentanee, he opens his Hand liberally, and his Blefſ- 

ings flow amain. He promiſes to them, in the ſequel of this Prophecy, 

double Plenty, Peace, and publick Honour; My People never fhall be 
aſhamed : And as if all theſe were but a light Thing, he promiſes to them the 

Eſtabliſhment and Increaſe of true Religion, by pouring out bis Spirit plen- 

tifully upon them, and their Poſterity. 

It we allow the Occaſion of this Prophecy to have fallen out under Ma- 
| naſſob, all theſe Promiſſes were in a great meaſure accompliſhed to that 

4 very Generation, under the peaceful, pious, and glorious Reign of the 

| good King %; but moſt compleatly fulfilled upon the Aſcenſion of 

l Chriſt, when the Goſpel was publiſhed: from Jeruſalem, with the Holy 

Ghoft ſent down from Heaven, and from thence diffuſed to all Nations in 

| the World. To which particular great Event, the Apoſtle Peter expreſsly 

i :6.applics the laſt Part of this famous Propheey. 

ö Thus you have ſeen the equal Procedure of the Divine Providence to- 
wards the Nation of Judah, in this Inſtance : Their Sin, their Puniſh- 
ment, their Duty, their Repentance private and publick, God's Pardon 
thereupon, his Promiſes of Deliverance and manifold Bleflings, and the 

| happy Accompliſhment. 1:6 

| 1 Cor. Now all theſe things happened to them for our Enſamples. We are not to 

*. 11. entertain ſo narrow and unworthy Notions. of the ſupreme Governor of _ 

| | Wor ) 
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World, as if he had a partial Concern for that Nation, and did not rule all 
others upon Earth with the like equal, righteous, and wiſe Providence. 
Is he the God of the Jeu only ? Is he not alſo of the Gentiles ? Tea, of Rom. 
the Gentiles alſo. 

It becomes us therefore, with much Humility and Seriouſneſs, to con- 
ſider our preſent Condition, and to apply theſe ſeveral Particulars to our 
own, and our Country's Circumſtances at this Time. | 

Upon a ſtrict Inquiry, we ſhall find our Circumſtances parallel to theirs 
in many Particulars; in our Privileges, our Offences, our Puniſhment, 
the Inſtructions recommended to us. I pray God they may alſo be like 
theirs, in our private and publick Reformation, and in the happy Conſe- 
quences of it. | 

Did God give a Law to the Jews ? He has done the fame or more by 
us.---He ſpoke to them by Moſes and the Prophets ; but to us by his own 
Son, whom he ſent from- Heaven to publiſh among Mankind: that moſt 
perfect Syſtem of virtuous Precepts, and excellent Privileges, the glorious 
Goſpel, the main Deſign of which is to teach and perſuade us to live So- Titus 
berly, Righteouſly, and Godly, in this. World, and to look for an happy ii. 13. 
Immortality in the next: Thus to make us like to God in his moral Per- 
fections, and thereby exalt Human Nature to its utmoſt Perfection. 

After this divine Lamp had been for many Ages obſcured, and almoſt 
extinguiſhed by the U ſurpations, Superſtition, and gainful Inventions of 
the Church of Rome, and a Barbarity and Idolatry, which would have 
ſhocked the old Pagans, introduced in its ſtead, God was pleaſed. to cauſe 
this pure Light to break forth again in all its native Splendour among us, 
at the Bleſſed Reformation. Since that joyful Period of the Illumination 
and Converſion of theſe Kingdoms, which, no doubt, the Angels celebrate Luxe 
in their heavenly Hymns, the Truth of the Goſpel has ſhined clearly, and.xv- 10. 
every one may have the Oracles of God in his own Hands. 

- The Enemies of our Liberties and Faith, the Emiſlaries and Agents of 

the Church of Rome, thoſe Locuſts which have often aſcended out of the gy ix 3. 
Smoke of this bottomleſs Pit, have made frequent Attempts to darken the 
Light of Heaven. again ; but all theſe have hitherto ended in their Confu- 
ſion, and the firmer Eſtabliſhment of our civil and religious Rights, 

Let us now. act impartially, and put the Queſtion to our own Con- 
ſciences. Have we lived as Children of the Light? Have we ordered our 
_ Converſation according to this excellent Law ?---I care not to be the _ 

| c 
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ſer of any Man, much leſs of my Country: every Man's Conſcience wil 

inform and admonith him, if he will permit it. 

Some one may ſay, What need is there for this Inquiry: ? Is it not noto- 

| rious, that we have the pureſt Profeſſion of Religion, and the Worſhip 
| of the true God among us? So had the Jes, and they were not a little 

exalted in their confidence upon account of this privilege: When the 

Jer. vii. 4. Prophets threatened them with any Danger, they cried out, The Temple of 

the Ford, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are theſe. This 
F Word was the Charm to ſecure them from all Evils. Vet the Prophet 
1 Jeremiah tells them, in that Paſſage, that 7 heſe were but lying Words that 
| cannot profit. Will ye Steal, Murder, commit Adultery, Swear falſiy, and 
come and ſtand . me in this Houſe ? I my Houſe become a- Den of Rob- 
bers in your Eyes? -I have ſeen it, ſaith the Lord! We cannot ſuppoſe 
that God will regard or protect the meer Forms and outward n of 
Religion, when the Life and Power of it is gone. 
Let every Man therefore look narrowly into his own Heart, as hes ure 
the piercing Eye of God's Juſtice will, and examine whether the mighty 
Powers of the Chriſtian Religion have a proper Effect upon him ; whether 
he be influenced thereby to hve ſoberly, to keep his Body in Temperance 
and Chaſtity, and his Mind free from tumultuous Paſſions ; to be ſtrictly 
juſt and rig teous in all his Dealings; to be kind, forgiving and charitable 
to all Mankind ; to be AY devout, without Hypocriſy or Oſtentation, 
towards God; and always to pay with a chearful Heart that Worſhip, 
Adoration and | Praiſe Which is due to the ſupreme Governor of the 
World, from all intelligent Creatures, but more eſpecially from Chriſtians. 
If we find that this is our Temper, that ſuch hath been Our paſt Conduct, 
we may call ourſelves the Bieſſed of the Lord; all things are right, and we 
fear no Evil. 

But if we look to ourſelves and round about us, and find bing! in a 
quite different State; that Religion and Virtue (as Brutus cried out 
among the Romans) are become but a Name; if we ſee all kinds of ſen- 
ſual Vices rampant among us; Men beſotted with Drunkenneſs, emaſcu- 
lated with Fornication, Adultery, and all forts of Uncleanneſs ; our Coun- 
try ſmeared over with Riot and Luxury; if the native Honeſty and manly 
Candour of Britons be degenerated into low Cunning and Jobbing ; if 
| 10. i. 23. fome great Men, as 1/azah complained, are become rebellious, and Compa- 
nions of Thieves, and would exalt themſelves on the Ruins of their Country; 
if — the lower Sort, ſome catch at all Advantages to defraud and Me 
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reach, and too many openly ſteal and rob in Defiance of the Laws; if Men 


Piety towards God, and act as if they could do as well without him and 
his Providence; if ſecret Prayer, which keeps up the Power of Religion, 
is diſuſed, publick Worſhip attended but rarely, or only for form fake, 
and even the moſt folemn Ordinances and Sacraments received with Itre- 
verence. Theſe are too ſure Indications that the Fear of God is departing 
from-us ; and if that be once gone, we may have Reaſon to fear, that his 
Protection, which is our Glory, will ſoon depart after it. 


ſtead of ſober Inquiries) which we have tamely endured to be every-where 
publiſhed againſt it: An Impiety and Inſult ſuffered by no Nation upon 


have fallen into an habitual Negle& of Devotion, and all the Duties of 


1 Sam. 
I am unwilling to mention the prophane Contempt which has been 
_ openly caſt upon the Chriſtian, Religion, and the blaſphemous Scoffs (in- 


the Face of the Earth except our own.  Hath a Nation changed their Jer. ii. 11? | 


Gods, which yet are no Gods! But my People have changed thetr Glory for 
that which doth not profit ! ---W hat could we gain, if Chriſtianity, which 
teaches manly Virtue and unaftected Piety, were aboliſhed, and Infidelity 
eſtabliſhed in its ſtead!----As the Minds of Mankind are fo diſpoſed that 
they will not, they cannot, live without ſome Forms of Religion ; we 
ſhould gain nothing in the end by this Change, but either the old Pagan 
Idolatry, or Popiſh Superſtition, which is as bad; and we have Reaſon to 
apprehend, that this latter is what fome of the Ringleaders among our In- 
dels have been driving at. 

One thing, it is to be feared, too many in theſe Kingdoms have already 
gained by the ſpreading of Infidelity; a Diſreſpe& to publick Authority, 
and a moſt ſcandalous Lewdneſs in ſpeaking and writing againſt the Rulers 
of the People. They who do not fear God, will ſcarce honour the King : 
They who do not regard the Chriſtian Faith, have thrown off the ſtrongeſt 
Bond of Allegiance! to our gracious Sovereign, who is appointed by Provi- 
dence, and bound by his Coronation Oath, to be its Defender. And how 
far the ſpreading of theſe Principles has contributed towards the preſent 
unnatural Rebellion, is well worth the Care of wiſe Men to conſider. 

If this be too much the State of our Caſe, can we imagine a great and 


righteous God to be (like Epicurus's Logs) an idle Spectator? ill he not Jer. v. qt 


vit for theſe things ?---He will; but may it be only in the way of fatherly 
Correction, and not of Vengeance! He hath viſited us with ſome ſharp 
Rebukes already. | | 
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We have been above ſix Years engaged in a War with a, and near 
two Years with France. Theſe Wars are juſt, and abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Protection of our Trade, the Preſervation of our civil and religious 
Rights, the Security of all that can be valuable to a great and free People, 
and the Support of the Liberties of Europe, againſt the proud Invaders of 
them. If we conſider the Ruin of many private Fortunes, the publick 
Expence, the immediate Check to Commerce and Induſtry, and above 
all the Havock of a great Part of the human Race; all Wars, however 
juſt, _ neceſſary or ſucceſsful, cannot but be looked upon as 4 publick 
C mi a | 7 4 g ad (1 
When we confider the vaſt Addition made to the Br:ti/h Empire in 
America and our naval Strength, by the Acquiſition of Cape Breton; the 
Ruin of our Enemies Trade, cutting their very Sinews, by the Capture of 
their Ships; and our Succeſs in giving an Emperor to Germany : We have 
great Cauſe to thank God for theſe mighty Advantages.-—-But when, on 
the other hand, we reflect on the Checks given this laſt Campaign, to our 
own, and all the Armies of our Allies on the Continent ; the Loſs-of many 
brave Men, who died in the glorious Cauſe of their Country's Liberty; 
the Wreck of many of our Ships ; the vaſt Addition made to the formida- 
ble Power of France, by the Acquiſition of all Flanders; and the Ruin 
and Terror which, from thence, hangs over the Heads of our natural 
Friends and Proteſtant Allies, the United Provinces: We muſt acknow- 
ledge, that the French Monarch, like the proud Aſyrian king of old, is a 
Rod in the Hand of God ſhaked over us ;--- and we have Reaſon, with 
i.1, David, to ſing of God's Judgment as well as of his Mercy. 
Nor have we eſcaped God's other Judgments, Sickneſs and Scarcity of 
Bread,--- In the Year 1741, God was pleaſed to viſit this Kingdom with a 
grievous Scarcity, and a moſt nauſeous Diſorder, which raged like a Peſti- 
tence, ſwept away many Thouſands, and depopulated many entire Vil- 
, lages in the Southern Counties; the Carcaſes of Men and Women were 
q left like Dung in the Fields and along the Highways, not even their neareſt 
1 Friends daring, for fear of the Infection, to draw near and bury them. 
After this, God, in his Mercy and Pity towards his People, reſtored us 
Health, and two Harveſts of uncommon Plenty.---Let us Lay our Hand 
upon our Heart,---What Uſe did we make of this? Did not we grow 
wanton in our Sins, and kick againſt Providence? Did not the lower People 
almoſt every-where refuſe to labour ? Did not the Farmers murmur and 


15 * 
ty out, © That they were ruined; and, O ſhocking Impiety! 
nth ſo wicked as.to blaſpheme God for his very Bleflings Pr” Op 
God hearkened and: obſeryed, and gave Men their impious Wiſh : He 
blaſted the Fruits of the Earth the following Harveſt ſo generally, that 
had we not been early relieved from abroad, and that at the Expence of all 
the Riches in. the Country, the half of the Inhabitants of the pulous 
Province. of Uſer, and of the neighbouring Counties of Congught muſt 
have miſerably periſhed. | 
Nor did God's chaſtening Hand hold here.---To teſtify to us, that he re- 
jected with Diſdain our formal Faſting and Humiliation, while we did not. 
amend our Lives, he ſent upon us, on our very laſt Pub/ick Faſt Day, ſuch an 
uncommon Storm of Snow and Hail, as barred up moſt of our Churches 
as if he had ſaid to us, as to the Jews, Will ye continue in your Sins, and 
Gome and ſtand. before me ?. Pray not for this People; neither lift up a 
Cry nor Prayer for them; neither make Interceſſion to me, for I will not 
hear.” This ſore Tempeſt lay ſo long on the Face of our Country, that it 
deſtroyed, by a moderate Computation, the half of our Cattle; and all 
of us in this part of the Kingdom, High and Low, are ſtill ſeverely pinch- 
ed by the poverty and diſtreſſes which that Seaſon, the badneſs of this laſt 
Harveſt, and the Diſcouragement of our Linnen Manufacture have brought 
on. For all this God's Anger was not turned away, but his Hand has been 1g, ix. 12. 
ſtretched out ſtill, 
He ſent a new and unſuſpected Judgment; he has viſited Great Britain, 
and in them us, (for they are our Parents, our Protectors, and our whole 
2 depends on theirs) by permitting a moſt unnatural and wicked. 
Rebellion to break out in that Kingdom. 9 
The Son of the abjured and deteſted Popiſb Pretender, accompanied 
with a few Out- laws and Fugitives, lands in che wild Highlands of Scot- 
land; there ſoon gathers a gang of Plunderers and Robbers ; herds of the 
fame kind of wild Beaſts. flock in, under deſperate Leaders, from all 
Parts; they form an Army, ſeize Edinburgh, defeat ſhamefully our King's 
Forces, under Sir John Cupe; levy heavy Contributions off the principal 
Cities, and commit cruel havock and plunder over all that antient King- 
dom: Nor did they ſtop here; they march into England, raiſe an uni- 
verſal Alarm; ſeize many principal Towns, ravage and make havock 
around them; and, truſting to the Aid of our inveterate and perfidious 
Enemy, the French King, thought of no leſs than the total Subverſion of 
our happy Conſtitution, the Deſtruction of our gracious King, our Reli- 


gion, 
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gion, our Liberties. This was the Attempt ; and ſuch was the Progreſs 
of that Army of Slaves, as much abhorred and deteſted by the Body of 
the Scotch Nation, as by us: I ſay Slaves, for it is too well known, that 
the common People of the Highlands ſtill continue Slaves under their Chiefs, 
| notwithſtanding the excellent Laws made for their Liberty.---I muſt crave 

the pardon of thoſe Lords and Gentlemen who joined with, or led them on, 
for giving them alſo this odious, but juſt Name. For what elſe can they 
be but Saves, who would prefer a Vice-Roy under France, to a gracious 
King, who has ſhewn himſelf always the Father of bis People? A deſpotick 
Power, to our Free Conſtitution? and the blind Bigottry and Superſtition 
of Popery, to Liberty of Conſcience and the Proteſtant Religion? Who 
but Slaves, after God has, by an out-ſtretched Arm, by many ſignal In- 
terpoſitions of his Providence, delivered theſe Nations from Tyranny and 
Bondage, could ever think of choofing this new Captain, to kad them back 
Wir. again into Egypt? . 
| The rapid Progreſs of theſe Rebels, ſallying out of their barren Moun- 
; tains, and the Ruin they ſcattered round them, is ſtrongly painted to us, 
in the Words which the Prophet makes uſe of in this Chapter to deſcribe 
the Progreſs of the Army of Locuſts and other Vermin, which iflued out 
of the Deſert of Arabia. A Fire devoured before them, and behind them 
4 Flame burned: The Land was as the Garden of Eden before them, and 
behind them a deſolate Wilderneſs. Nothing did eſcape them. They ran to 
and fro in the Cities; they ran _ the Walls, they climbed up into the 
Houſes, they entered in at thc Windows like a Thief. No wonder then that 
the Peogle who were quietly enjoying the Sweets of Liberty, and never 
ſuſpecting ſuch a ſudden Irruption, ſhould be ſtruck with Conſternation ; 
that the Inhabitants of the Places through which they paſſed, or were ex- 
pected, Mud be much pained, and all Faces ſhould gather Blackneſs. 
But God, who ſets reſtraining Bounds to all the infernal Powers, and 
ſuffered this Storm to fly through the Land, not to deſtroy, but to awaken 
and correct us, has now, when their Hopes and our Apprehenſions were 
riſen to the higheſt, and they threatened to approach London, defeated 
the Deſigns of theſe Rebels, He obſerved that ſerious Spirit of Repent- 
ance which has begun amongſt us; he heard our earneſt Prayers, and has 
E ſuch Succeſs to our King's Son, the gallant Prince Villiam, and the 
rave Forces under him, that, with the utmoſt Terror and Precipitation, 
they have fled back the Way by which they came. The Carcaſes of many 
Hundreds of theſe Rebels are left as Dung to fat the Earth. 
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The Sword of Juſtice is making ſharp, to reward the Robberies, 
Murders, and Treaſon of others z and the remnant, which may pf 
2 to their own barren Mountains, will be the abhorence of all honeſt 

z and a continual ſtench in the Noſtrils of that perfidious Court abroad 
and thoſe ſecret Traitors at home, who encouraged them to this wicked- 
neſs,----The Prophecy in the Text hath already been in part, and, we 
truſt, will ſoon be fully accompliſhed on them. I will remove far off from 

_ 3 the Northern , and will drive him into a Land barren and deſo- 
& late: — And his ſtink ſhall come up.“ 

Thus I have laid before you, with much plainneſs, and as briefly as the 
Subject and Occaſion will admit, the courſe of God's Providence towards 
us; his giving us a Law, our Offences againſt it, his Judgments, and his 
Mercy. -Theſe things have a diſtinct Voice, and cry loudly to us. 

Among Men there are various ways of communicating our Sentiments 
and Deſires to one another; by Words, by Signs, or by Actions; yet all 
theſe are allowed to be clear and expreſſive: Why may we not, in like [| 
manner, allow the Supreme Governor of the World, to ſpeak to his Intel- * 
ligent Creatures? | 

If we would have God to ſpeak to us in plain Words, let us look into 
the Scriptures ;- particularly let us at this time of ſeriouſneſs, read the Book 
of Deuteronomy, the prophecies of Iſaiah, Feremiah, or Ezekzel, or the 
prophecies of our Saviour concerning the Jeiſh ſtate ; and they will teach 
us as plainly the Deſign and Will of God, as if he ſhould cauſe the Hea- 
vens to open, and diſcover an Angel ſounding a Trumpet in our Ears, 
Or if we would chooſe rather that God ſhould ſpeak to us by Signs and 
his Works : Do not the fignal interpoſitions of his Providence, which are 
adapted to our different Conduct, clearly expreſs his Will? Our Saviour | 
upbraided the Jeus, that they could know the various Appearances of the * 
Sky, yet could not diſcern the Signs of the Times. Theſe all have a diſtinct Math. vi. 
Voice : The ſound of them 7s gone through all the Land, and there is no Paal xa. 1 

one, that will attend, from whom the Light is hid. And what is their In- 9 
ſtruction? What is it they Cry? Let us hear the Voice of the Rod. It is ue ei. 95 
in my Text, Turn ye unto me with all your Heart, and with Faſting, and " 
with Weeping, and with Mourning : The call is repeated, Rent your Heart | j 
and not your Garment, and turn unto the Lord your God: That is, “Begin, 
go through, and fully accompliſh, not a formal, but a ſincere, an hum- 


«© ble, and an effectual Reformation, 
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We are openly profeſſing this Day a Sorrow for our paſt Offences, and 
our ſolemn Reſolutions of amendment; and I believe, from the ſenſe we 
| have of God's Judgments, and of the neceſſity of living under a greater de- 
| — on his. Providence, this good work is performed by all ranks of 
erſons with more Sincerity and Zeal than upon former Occaſions. 
In order to keep up this good Temper and pious Reſolution, we muſt 
not content ourſelves with the publick Performance, but let every Perſon 
conſider in private with himſelf, what are the particular Sins whereof his 
Conſcience is afraid? What is the Vice to which he is moſt addicted? Of 
cheſe let him deeply repent; and againſt the danger of ſliding back into them, 
let him ſet himſelf with all his Might,--And to confirm and ſtrengthen our 
| Vows, we have now an happy opportunity at hand, to renew our Covenant 
' | with God, on the ſolemn Feſtival of our Saviour's Nativi 
WHebix.14. The purging of our Conſeiences From dead Wor ks, will happily diſpoſe us 
\ to fulfill all the duties of active Piety and Virtue, to ſerve tbe living God, 
with a living Zeal; and qur King and Country with true Spirit and 
T ur age. . 
We have, in this time of Confuſion and Danger, ſhewn an hearty Af- 
| feRion and moſt dutiful Attachment to our moſt gracious King, and his 
| 
fl 


Royal and illuſtrious Family, by our ſolemn A ſſociations, our Oaths of 
Allegiance, and our Cheerfulneſs for his Service. Let us keep up ſtill the 
un. l.. ſame good Spirit; for the myſtery of Tniquity is ſtill active; an evil Spirit is 
yet working in the Children of Diſobedience, and Rebellion. 
0 Above all, that the Glory of God may divell in our Land, let us des 
; your to revive the Spirit of true Piety and Religion; I do not mean a mere 
pompous Affectation, and Cant of Religion, which has often been made uſe 
of by Knaves and Hypocrites to cover the vileſt Practices; but ſuch an un- 
feigned love and reverence to God and our Saviour, as will diſpoſe us to 
worſhip him with all poſſible Decency, Humility, and Gratitude; and from 
a principle of Honour towards him and his Commands, to do all good to 
og i. 27. Mankind, and to keep ounſelves unſpotted from the World. Our truſt in God 
is, that it is the unfeigned Purpoſe and unalterable Reſolution of every one, 
and of all Ranks of Men, from this Day forward, to ſet about this good 
Work. 
Of our gracious King, as Supreme Head F the Church, whom God 


bath eſtabliſhed (and may he long continue him) to be the Defandken and 
Pattern of our Faith. a ee 
IS . 
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' His Royal Family, thoſe Stars held and protected in the Right Hand ef Rev.i. 180 
God, to be a Bleſſing to theſe Kingdoms, and to direct and ſway others, | 
by their Light and Influence, e 9492 hl 15 

Our Nobility and Gentry, whoſe Example is a kind of Law to thoſe of { 
Lower Ranks, and might ſoon make Religion and Virtue Faſhionable, 4 

Magiſtrates, by curbing Vice and Profaneſs.---Miniſters, by exhorting 1 
inceſſantly to Virtue.---Maſters of Families and Parents, by introducing , 
and keeping up the fear of God in their Houſes, and inſtructing Children 1 
and Servants in Religious and Loyal Principles. | 

All private Perſons, by their regular Deportment, and their friendly Ad. 
vices, and Converſation. ci 32 | 5 

Did all Perſons thus Aſociate themfelves together, to promote with one 
Conſent, the honour of our great Maſter ; what a bleſſed People ſhould ' ; 
we be? what a Glorious figure would our Country ſoon make? Nay, did Pal. xxxe, 
but eyen a few Men, obftinately juſt,” and firm to the Cauſe of God and 7 $ 
Virtue, exert themſelves with a manly Zeal, they might contribute more . 
to a general Reformation than they can well imagine. -Hiſtory affords us 
many Inſtances, where, even in a doubtful or ſuperſtitious Cauſe, the Ar- | 
dour and Spirit of a ſingle Perſon, has produced a general Effect. Peter A 
the Hermit did, by his indefatigable Pains, raiſe all Europe, and arm evory 1 
Prince in Cbriſiendin to the Holy Mar. 1 

The Maid of Orleans recovered the Spirit of the French, after it was 
ſunk to the loweſt degree, and their Country conquered; and exalted it to 
ſuch a pitch, that they ſoon recovered all, and became at once invincible. 

What therefore might not even a few good Men hope to bring about, 
who are engaged in a better Cauſe, and have more powerful Motives ? 
Who have Hearts poſſeſſed with all the Powers of the World to come, 
their Souls full of God, and a glorious Ardour for the Happineſs of their 
Country ?---And their Spirits ſupported with the full aſſurance of God's 
Aſſiſtance ? 

To encourage one and all of us to ſet about this good Work, let us ob- 
ſerve what God hath already done for us, in diſperſing the Army of Rebels, 
as ſoon as we began to ſet ourſelves in earneſt to repent and turn to him. 

And for our further Comfort, we need do no more than apply to our- 
ſelves and Country, the Promiſes made in this very Chapter.---Gos, who 
has always been watchful over our Religion and Liberties, will be zealous for v. 11. 
bis FRY and pity his People; he will no more make us a reproach among the v. 19, 


Heathen; he will not ſuffer the French, Spaniards, or neighbouring Na- 
tions 


— 


[#0] 
tions to Scoff at us; we ſhall never be aſbamed.-He will atfo reſtore us 
20 26. Plenty.---Our Floors ſhall be full of Wheat.---We ſhall eat in Plenty and be 
ſatisfied : And what is the greateſt Bleſſing of all, be will pour out his Spirit 
upon us, and according to the Prophecy in the laſt Verſes of this Chapter, 
confirm, and long continue the glorious Goſpel among as in all it's Light and 
urity. | 
| Now that we may be intitled to all theſe comfortable Promiſes, I ſhall 
' | conclude this Exhortation with the fervent Prayer offered up by the great 
1 Prophet Elijab, upon the publick Converſion of the Kingdom of Vrael, 
in which I intreat you all to join. cs 


Wo Kings | © Hear us, O Lord, hear us, that this People may know that thou art 
7e the Lord God, and that thou haſt turned their Heart back again.“ 


| The Lord, he is the God! The Lord, he is the God! And may we be 
bis People, through all Generations! Amen! 
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